Notes from Laveen Community Council Town Hall Meeting – 10-13-09

Michael Nowakowski (City of Phoenix):

· Traffic lights at 59 Av. & Baseline and 27th Ave. & Southern…both should be completed within the next few months.
· Freeway:  A ton of progress with the freeway over the last six months – a vote on the final alignment will take place in late October of this year (this is a MUCH earlier date than was previously thought).  It will be 8 lanes, running tentatively down 59th Ave. alignment and will connect all the way to Pecos.  The timeframe to complete is 2 to 4 years and construction should be started by start 2012, possibly sooner.
LCC Note: Michael Nowakowski and his Chief of Staff, Ruben Gallego, have made the freeway a top priority, knowing full well the positive impact it will have on business and community growth.

· Hospital:  A possible site for a new hospital has already been zoned accordingly and there are currently 2 groups in talks with the city to break ground.  Both parties have stated that the freeway is key to moving forward.
Mary Rose Wilcox (Maricopa County):

· Over the next few months, several county roads will have slurry treatment to help with dust abatement.
· 67 Ave. & Southern is undergoing intersection improvement and signs are being installed to discourage side-street vendors.
LCC Note: Street vendors are both illegal and detrimental to Laveen’s economy.  If wares are bought streetside rather than in Laveen shops, local businesses suffer tremendously.  Shop local and shop legal to keep Laveen businesses healthy..
· Graffiti – the County is working on developing an ordinance similar to the City of Phoenix to help with graffiti control.
· The county is funding close to $1000 to send two people from the Laveen Community Council to a grant writing class in order to help us find sources of funds for Laveen projects (with a new Community Center a top priority).
· 67th Ave. bridge at Salt River – Currently under study and County is trying to get it included in MCDOT 5-year plan depending on results of study.  Also, just because it is tacked on to the end of a 5-year plan does not mean it will necessarily take 5 years to begin (it could begin sooner).
· Equestrian gatherings – changes to current permit regulations to allow small gatherings of people/horses (25 maximum) without permit – This idea is in the testing phases and was instituted so residents could continue to keep and ride horses on their land without having to get painstaking permits.
· Broadway Rd. (19th Ave. to 35th Ave.) is being widened with a flat brick median area.  Flat brick was decided upon so large trucks can still make their way through and businesses were least affected.
· Working with SRP on Rio Salado Beautification projects.  Looking for federal funds to extend project of riverbed clean-up to 51 Ave.

BOTH (Issues concerning both City and County) plus LCRD/LPC:

· Attracting Businesses:  City and County trying to make sure infrastructure is in place as well as improved transportation corridors.  A main focus is working on building smarter on all future projects to anticipate growth.  The key is getting businesses to physically visit the Laveen and South Mountain area to see the growth, development, and beauty that the area has already in place.  Above all else, the freeway is the most important factor to business growth – as they say, “If you build it, they will come.”
· SRP substation at 32nd Ave. & Dobbins:  fencing will be changed and improved to a solid wall along with landscaping to soften the appearance.  The groups discussing these improvements want to make sure the right kind of wall is put up so it does not become an even worse eye-sore.
· Community Center:  The LCC, the City, and the County are all working feverishly to speed up the process of getting a new Community Center.  We are reviewing the master plan at Chavez Park to make best use of space.  There is a possibility of it being furthered in a Bond Issue in 2013.
· Property tax increases:  Valuations are cycled every 2 years and the current billings reflect valuations from 2 years ago – this is a source of frustration on the governmental side as well and may be changed in the future.  Next year’s tax statements should reflect drop in property values.
LCC Note: The way the County and City work together on plans and initiatives is incredible given Laveen’s circumstance.  This is something we should all be very proud of and it should also give us a lot of faith in our current representatives.
